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From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


‘The Christian Connexion.” 


We have been gratified with the perusal of a very 
able and elaborate defence of the Unitarian doctrine 
of the “Christian Connexion,” or Union Baptists, as 
they are sometimes called, published in the Eastport 
Sentinel, by the author, whose name is given below. 
The writer opposes the Trinitarians with great warmth, 
exposing their absurdities in the light of reason and 
revelation. We are sorry our limits forbid the inser- 
tion of the whole article, as it would not only exhibit, 
in a comprehensive manner, the Unitarian views of 
that Order of Christians, but afford to all candid read. 
ers an opportunity of judging of the comparative mer- 
its of the two doctrines, contrasted. The following 
brief selections must suffice, for the present. 


“Shall we believe Christ’s plain words or Trinitarian 
mysteries ? It is astonishing to see how the Trinitarians 
and Calvinists, will hug their old traditions, though 
not a word is said about them in the Bible,& at the same 
time be as fearful of a new senliment or idea, as they 
would of the plague, if it was in town, notwithstand- 
ing the scriptures may support the idea in the strong- 
est language that can be used. But I fully believe 
those traditions are al) fast perishing in the using, as 
light increases.-There are many thousands leaving 
the Trivitarian ranks every year. It is but little ris- 
ing twenty years since the first church in the Christian 
Connexion was founded in America, and one circum- 
stance is singular, and worthy of notice, that is, there 
were several churches formed at the same time, hund- 
reds of miles from each other precisely on the same 
plan, and without any knowledge of eacb other at the 
time. They now consist of hundreds of churches, and 
many thousand members, and those who unite in wor- 
ship with them, do not fall short of three Lundred 
thousand. I presume there is no sect on earth that has 
risen with such rapidity, without the aid of the sword. 
They have not escaped many persecutions, and 
they will probably continue to be persecuted for a 
while, and their views misrepresented. 

“There are thousands and tens of thousands of Uni 
tarians of other denominations ; and notwithstanding I 
firmly believe the Christian Connexion have advanced 
nearer tothe simple truth than any denomination in the 
world, | have vo doubt but what we have many tra- 
ditions hanging about us yet, that will be shook off as 
they are discovered and I fear some of our brethren 
will persecute those that go out from them. Iam de- 
termined to throw them by as fast as 1 discover them 
and embrace what appears to be truth whether old or 
new to me. 

% * * * % a 
“T now conclude this communication, with a few in- 


ferences. Ist. That in as much as God himself says, 
there is no other God but me, I infer that every one 


that says there are three, denies God’s word, and re-| cover a train of centrivance to bring about an evil 
proacheth his character. 2d. If Christ isthe Son of 
God, it is totally impossible for bim to be that God. 3d, | 


If the Father was greater than the Son, the Son was 
not equal with the Father. 4th. If the Son could do 
nothing of himself, he was dependant on God for power. 
5th. If the Holy Ghost is the spirit of God, it is a most 
absurd and ridiculous idea, to suppose that spirit to be 
a person ; I maintain that it is the power of God acting 
as a sort of medium through which the mind of God is 
made known and his woi:ks are performed. If God 
seut his Son to die, God himself did not come to die. 
if the Son was APPOINTED heir of all things, there 
was atime when he was nol appormied. It Christ did 
not know when the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
end of the world should be, he did not, as [Trinitarians 
say, know every thing. 
Jerry Boren. 
Eastport, Marth 10, 1826. 


Mn 


O<-The following chapter from Paley’s Moral Philoso- 
phy, will, we have no doubt, be acceptable to our 


readers. 


The Divine Benevolence. 

When God created the human species, either he 
wished their happiness, or he wished their misery, or 
he was indifferent and unconcerned about both. 

If he had wished our misery, he might have made 
sure of his purpose, by formiag our senses to be so many 
sores and pains to us, as they are now instruments of 
gratification and enjoyment; or by placing us amidst 
objects so ill suited to our perceptions, as to have con- 
tinually offegded us, instead of ministering to our re- 
freshment and delight. He might have made, for ex- 
ample, every thing we tasted bitter; every thing we 
saw loathsome; every thing we touched a sting ; eve- 
ry smell a stench; and every sound a discord. 

If he had been indifferent about our happiness or mis- 
ery, we must impute to our good fortune (as all design 
by this supposition is excluded) both the capacity of 
our senses to receive pleasure, and the supply of ex 
ternal objects fitted to produce it. 

But either of these (and still more both of them) be- 
ing too much to be attributed to accident, nothing re- 
mains but the first supposition, that God, when he cre- 
ated the human species, wished their happiness; and 
made for them the provision which he has made, with 
that view, and for that purpose. 

The same argument may be proposed in different 
terms, thus: Contrivance proves design ; and the pre- 
dominant tendency of the contrivance indicates the dis- 
position of the designer. ‘The world abounds v’ * 
contrivances; and all the contrivances which we are 
acquainted with, are directed to beneficial purposes, 
Evil, no doubt, exists; but is never, that we can per- 
ceive, the object of contrivance. Teeth are contrived 
to eat, not to ache; their aching now and then is in- 
cidental to the contrivance, perhaps inseparable from 
it: or even, if you will, let it be called a defect in the 
contrivance; but it is not the object of it. This isa 
distinction which well deserves to be attended to. In 
describing implements of husbandry, you would hardly 
say of the sickle, that it is made to cut the reaper’s 
fingers, though, from the coustruction of the instru- 
| ment, and the manner of using it, this mischief often 
happens. But if you had occasion to describe instru- 
ments of torture or execution, this engine. you would 
say, is to extend the sinews; this to dislocate the 
joints; this to break the bones; this to scorch the 
soles of the feet. Here pain and misery are the very 
objects of the contrivance. Now nothing of this sort is 
to be found in the works of nature. We never dis- 





| purpose. No anatomist ever discovered a system of 
‘organization calculated to produce pain and disease ; 
or, in explaining the parts of the human body, ever 
said, this is toirritate; this to inflame; this duct is to 


convey the gravel to the kidneys; this gland to secrete | 


The contemplation of universal nature rather bewil- 
ders the mind than affects it. There is always a 
bright spot in the prospect upon which the eye rests; 
a single example, perhaps. by which each man finds 
himself more convinced than by all others put together. 
I seem, for my own part, to see the benevolence of the 
Deity more clearly in the pleasures of very young 
children, than in any thing in the world. ‘The plea- 
sures of grown persons may be reckoned partly of their 
own procuring ; especially if there has been any in- 
dustry, or contrivance, or pursuit, to come at them ; or 
if they are founded, like music, painting, &c. upon any 
qualification of theirown acquiring. But the pleasures 
ofa healthy infant are so manifestly provided for it by 
another, and the benevolence of the provision is so un- 
questionable, that every child I see at its sport affords 
to my mind a kind of sensible evidence of the finger of 
God, and of the disposition which directs it. 

But the example, which strikes each man most 
strongly, is the true example for him; and hardly two 
minds hit upon the same ; which shews the abundance 
of such examples about us. 

We conclude, therefore, that God wills and wishes 
the happiness of his creatures. And this conclusiou 
being once established, we are at liberty to go on with 
the rule built upon it, namely, “that the method of 
coming at the will of God, concerning any action, by 


that action to promote or diminish the general hap- 
piness.”? 





—_ — 
—_—_———__ 


— —— -_— 


Important Documents relating to the Seeks 
in India, 
To those who wish the propagation of christianity 


any facts or circumstances favorable to that object. 
The particulars we are about to state will be collected 


|partly from a paper in the ‘Asiatic Researches,’ 


written by Charles Wilkins, Esq. in 1781, and partly 
from the Edinburgh Revie w of a sketch of theSikls,wril- 
ten by Lt. Col. Malcolm, published in London 1812. 
In the former work the people are called Seeks; in the 
latter, Sikhs. ‘The two authors likewise differ in spe!- 
ling the name of the founder of this sect. Mr. Wilkins 
calls him Naneek Sah; Col. Malcolm ‘*Nanae Shah.” 
He ‘*was born in the year of Christ 1469.” 

Mr. Wilkins informs that he attended public wor- 
ship at the College of this sect. After some descrip- 
tion of the hall in which they met, he proceeds thas ; 
**The congregation arranged themselves upon (he car- 
pet on each side of the hall so as to Jeave a space be- 
fore the altar from endtoend. The great book, desk 
aud all, was brought with some little ceremony from 
the altar, and placed at the opposite extremity of the 
hall. An old man witha reverend silver beard, knee! - 
ed down before the desk with his face towards the ul- 
tar; and on one side of him sat a man, with a smali 
drum, aud two or three with cymbals. ‘The book was 





the humor which forms the gout: if by chance he 
come at a part of which he knows not the use, the | 
most he can say is, that it is useless; no one ever sus- | 
pects that it is put there to incommode, to annoy, or to | 
torment. Since then God hath called forth his con- | 
suminate wisdom to coutrive and provide for our hap- | 


piness, and the world appears to have been constitut- 





is upbolden by him, we must in reason suppose the 
same design to contijue. | 


now opened, and the old mau began to chant to the 
time of the drum and the cymbals; and at the con- 
clusion of every verse, most of the cougregation joined 
chorus in a response, with countenances exhibiting 
great marks of joy.— Ihe subject was a hymn in praise 
of the unzly, the omnipresence aud omnipolence of the 


ed with this design at first, so long as this constitution Deity. I was singularly delighted with the gestures ci. 


the old man, I never saw a countenance so expressive 
of infelt joy—The hymn being concluded, which con- 


the light ef natu e, is to inquire into the tevdency of 


throughout the world, it must be gratifying to hear of 
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sisted of about twenty verses, the whole congregation 
got up and presented their faces with joined hands to- 
wards the aitar, inthe attitude of prayer. A young 
man now stood forth, and with a loud and distingt ac- 
cent solemnly pronounced a long prayer, or kind of lit- 
urgy ; at certain periods of which all the people join- 
ed in a general response, saying Wa Gooroo! 

They prayed against temptation ; for grace to do 
zood ; for the general good of mankind; a particular 
blessing to the Seeks ; and for the safety of thoee who at 
that time were on their travels. This prayer was fol- 
iowed by a short blessing from the old man, and anin 
vitation to the assembly to partake of a friendly 
feast.”” 

By conversing with the Seeks Mr. Wilkins was in- 
formed, that the sacred book, written by the founder of | 
the sect, “teaches that there is but one God, omnipo- 
fent and omnipresent; filling all space and perviding 
all matter; and that he is to be worshipped and in- 


| spread of the gospel in India. It is devoutly to be de- 
| sired, that nothing may be done on the part of Chris- 
| tians to introduce their religion among the natious of 


institutions.» The success of Nasac shows that the | fects, would there be any other way to account for the 
habits and prejudices of the Hindoos are not so immu- | coincidence of their testimony, than to suppose it to 
tably fixed as many in Great Britain have imagined. ‘be the effect of divine inspiration ! 

The pacific character of Nanac, and the approach of} To the understanding of the writer of these remarks, 
his doctrines to those of Christianity, are circumstan- | there are no effects of natural causes, which are more 
ces remarkable and important ; and we need more in- ) visible or certain, than that virtue is a blessing to the 
formation on the subject, than we now possess, to ac- | righteous, and vice a curse to the wicked, in the pre- 
count for them without the aid of inspiration. As the | sent, imperfect state. H. B. 
dispersion of the Jews facilitated the spread of the gos- 
pel among the Gentiles in various parts of the world, 
so the existence of the Seeks may yet facilitate the 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


REMARKS ON ROMANS VI. 7. 
“For he that is dead is freed from sin.”’ 
‘India, which shall tend to impress a belief that Chris- A difference of opinion concerning the apostle’s 


tianity is less tolerant, mild and pacific, or in any re- meaning in these words has been entertained. The 


| spect less worthy of reception, than the religion of Na-) pect way to settle a controverted point is to discuss it 
‘nac. Besides,the account we have of the principal doc- fairly and dispassionately, each one stating his views, 


_trines of the Seeks, should excite our gratitude to the | with the evidences that lead him to adopt them. The 


voked. That there will be day of retribution, when vir- common Father of our race, that he has, in one way or writer of this knows very well that some of his breth- 


due will be rewarded and vice punished—That it not 
enly commands toleration, but forbids disputes with 
those of another persuasion. That it forbids murder, 
theft, and such other deeds as are, by the majority of 
mankind, esteemed crimes in society; and inculcates | 
the practice of the virtues; but particularly an uni-| 
versal philanthropy, and a general hospitality to stran- 
gers. ‘This is all my short visit would permit me to} 


Jearn of this book. It isa folio volume, containing about | 


four or five hundred pages.”’ 

lv the Edinburgh Review of Col. Malcolm's “Sketch | 
of the Sikhs,” this people are represented as a “oreat | 
pation in India” which “toccupy a grand division of its 
territory”—‘“*by far the most valuable part of that ex- 
tensive territory which constituted the Mogul empire in 
its proudest days” 

Nanac, the founder of the Sikhs, endeavored to con- 
ciliate hoth Hindoos and Moslems to his doctrine, by 
persusding them to reject those parts of their respec- 
tive -eliets & usages. which he contended were unwor- 


' thy of that God whom they both adored.” 








another, diffused some correct ideas of himself, more | -.1 to whose judgment he has always paid deference, 
extensively than has been generally known or suppos-| entertain views of this passage unlike his own; he 
ed by Christians.—Chrst, Diserple, Vol. Il. therefore, has often been led to think, either that they 
have not given the subject a minute examination, or 
have made up their minds without sufficiently consid- 
ering the connexion in which the passage is found. 
The main design of the apostle in the fifth chapter 
As this Unitarian Editor expresses a “Shope that the] of this epistle appears to have been to set forth, by 
efforts to introduce Christianity among the natives in| way of antithesis, the extent of sin and death on the 
that part of the world will not be in vain,” he, er any | one band, and the extent of life through Jesus Christ 
| other Unitarian would confer no small favor on many,|on the other. ‘‘As by the offence of one judgment 
who need the information, by stating distinctly, where- } came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the 
in christianity differs from the doctrine which the | righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men 
Seeks believe, and which the *“* Great Book” contains. | unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobe- 
This Book ‘“‘teaches, Ist. That there is but one God, | dience many were made sinners ; so’by the obedience 
omnipotent and omnipresent; filling all space and | of one shall many (i. e. as Wakefield, Parkhurst, and 
pervading all matter; and that he is to be worshipped | many other critics render hoi pollo’, the many, the mul- 
andinvoked, 2d. That there will be a day of retri-| titude, the whole bulk of mankind,) be made righte- 
bution, when virtue will be rewarded and vice punish- | ous.» The apostle then asserts in the clearest and 
ed,’ &c. If this be not the very essence of christian- | boldest manner, that the law entered for the purpose 
ity, according to all the world bas ever learned of the j that the offence might abound, and that. wherever siu 


;— 


REMARKS. 











‘This reformer also ‘‘endeavored with all the power, Unitarian doctrine, an honest and fervent desire is felt | abounded grace did much more abound : the conse- 


of his genius, to impress both Hindoos and Muhamme- 
dans with a love of toleration and an abhorrence of 
war; and his life was as peaceable as his doctrine.» — 
“Ina period of two centuries the doctrines of Nanac 
ex'ended their dominion in peace; nor was it till cru- 
e!ties had been exercised upon them by the Mahome- 
cans that his followers betock themselves to measures 
ol revenge or defence.’ 

Afier the disciples of Nanac had suffered these- cra- 
elties from the Mahomedans, Guru Govind arose, as 
the leader of this once pacific people. He gave thew 
anew character, ‘not by making any material altera- 
tion in the tenets of Nanac, but by establishing insti- 
tutions aud usages which, by abolishing all distinction 
of castes, destroyed at one blow a system ef polity 
that from being interwoven with the religion of a weak 
& bigotted race, fixed the rule of its priest supon a basis 
that had withstood the shock of ages.” By the dis- 
tinction of castesa great portion of the Hindoos were 
kept in a state of servility and suffering. The plana 
dopted by Govind, of abolishing these distinctions and 
epening a common highway to wealth and honor, nat- 
urally secured a multitude of disciples. *“Vhe peculiar 
disciples of the martial patriarch, Gara Govind, are 
all devoted toarms, though not all soldiers.» ‘A por- 
tion of the Sikhs profess to hold exclusively the doc- 
trines of the original founder of the sect, and are ex- 
empied from the exercise of arms.” 

it has not been our object to give a particular histo- 
ry of this sect, which has become a nation in India; 
but to mention such facts as afford gieund to hope that 
the efforts to introduce christianity among the natives 
in that part of the world will not be in vain. ‘The 
fikbs are in fact Hindus,” says the Reviewer, “‘with 
eertain important differences, introduced by a recent 
aad eztraordivary change in their religious and civil 





to be informed wherein Unitarianism differs from the quence of all which would be, “that as sin hath reign- 
doctrine of Nanac. His doctsine teaches, ‘*That there | ed unto death, even so, (i. e. co-extensively) might 
will be a day of retribution, when virtue will be re- | | grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by 
warded and vice punished.’’ It does not allow that | | Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
ihe present time is such a day, nor does it allow that | The apostle then anticipates an objection, with 
such a day has ever been in all past time; but it, which the sixth chapter commences, and an objection 
teaches that there will be such a day. Christianity, | too which is even to this day made to the doctrine of 
according to Unitarianism, does not allow that the | unlimited and triumphant grace by those who, in their 
present age isa day in which virtue is rewarded and | words, turn ‘“*the grace of our God into lasciviousness.”” 
vice punished ; nor does it allow that there ever has! And this objection was, that the doctrine he bad then 
been such a day; but it teaches that there will be] taught them exerted an evil influence upon those who 
such a day. believed it, by inducing them to confinue in sin that 
If the Seeks knew that the Unitarians of New-Eng-} erace might abound. He proceeds to refute this ob- 
land believe just as they do, can any reasonable per- | jection by shewing that divine grace had a tendency to 
son suppose they would be so foolish as to send wis-| prevent men from sinning. This grace had abounded 
sionaries here to convert them to their creed? unto life in them. ‘They were “‘dead indeed unto sin. 
If the Unitarians and Nanac’s Greal Book should un- | but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.””»— 
dertake to convince us that the present state of exist- | Hence he asks the question in the second verse, “‘How 
ence is net a state in which industry and economy are | shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein ?”” 
recompensed with health and competence; and that | lle then shews the manner in which they were dead 
idleness and prodigality were never known to inflict in- | to sin; from which be goes on to draw a parallel, plac- 
firmities and waut ; but that there is a day of retribu- | ing Christ with what he had experienced on the one 
tion coring in a future world when these virtues will | hand, and them, with their condition and obligations on 
be recompensed and these vices punished ; andif they | the other. He speaks of the death of Christ and of 
should unite their testimony to suppport the doctrine, | the death of believers fo sin, aud uses the word death 


that in this world truth and veracity were never|in these two senses. He paralles their deadness fo sin, 


known to be recompensed with credit and confidence ; | with the death of Christ, by which he was delivered 
nor lies and hypocrisy to be punished with distrust ; | from all corruption ; their newness of life, with the re- 
but that a day of such retribution will come in a future | surrection of Christ by the glory of the Father; and 
state ; avd if they should earnestly contend that,.in infers that they should not serve sin from the fact, that 
this mortal etate, it never was known and that it never | the state into which Christ had entered was free from 
will be known that wholesome food gives nourishment, | sins Now let us trace out the reasoning and parallel 
vigor, and health to the body, nor that unwholesome , bof the apostle verse after verse. 

diet produces a pernicious effect on the system; but| le had asked the question, as I have already botic~ 
that a day will come in the future world when whole- ed, “How shall we that are dead to sin live any long- 





‘some and unsavory food will produce their natural ef-}er therein?” He then inquires, “know ye not, that 





re 


so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death ?” i. e. into the likeness of it 

To be baptized into Christ is to be baptized into his 
spirit and temper; it is to “put on Christ ;” it is to be 
“made like unto the Son of God.” This was the way 
(see verse 4) in which they were ‘‘buried with him by 
haptism into death,” namely, death to sin. From 
this the apostle infers they should not continue in sin. 
See his words ; “that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.» Here you see the 
parallel and the inference: that as Christ had entered 
into a state of life, sothey should “*walk in newness of | 
life.” The reason of this made to appear in the next 

verse. ‘*For if we have been planted together in the 

likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


words before us meant to propose an example to those 
to whom he was writing. ‘‘Henceforth we should not 
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.”’— 
Now is it not absurd to suppose that he meant to make 
them an example unto themselves? What propriety 





then hearing his voice, and as receiving life in conse- 
quence. It was agreed, that in this instance, a resur- 
rection from moral, or spiritual death, to moral or spir- 
itual life, was intended. Therefore I insisted, that, 
unless he could show, from the thread of our Lord’s 


Ee ES Oe 





would there be in telling them not to serve sin because | discourse, that he changed the subject at the 28th and 


they did not serve sin? Yet this is involved in the 
supposition that the apostle did not allude to literal 
death. 

I may remark here that this explanation represents 
the resurrection state as it is represented by the apos- 


‘tle in 1 Cor. xv. where he says that ‘‘the dead shall be 


raised incorruptible,” and implies, to say no more, 
that sin, the sting of death, will in that state have no 
existence. 


Bot it may be said that Paul probably alluded in 


his resurrection.” That is, if they had actually been | the passage before us to his brethren who had become 
buried with him by baptism, or, in other words, been | dead to sin, because he says near the close of the chap- 
imbued in his spirit and temper, the natural conse-| ter that they were made free from sin. This does not 
quence would be that their new and spiritual condi- | in the least invalidate what I have said. For I may 
tion would be in the likeness of his resurrection, a allow that they were entirely free from sin without 
state of newness of life. The apostle then continues, | any inconsistency. In fact, | have contended that the 
“knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, apostle exborted them not to serve sin, or, in other 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence- words, to be free from it, because the state into which 


forth we should not serve sin.” Why not serve sin? | 
For the same reason that they “should walk in new-'! 
ness of life.” Christ bad been “raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father,” hence they “‘should 
walk in newness of life: if they had been “‘planted | 
together in the likeness of his death,” they should “be 
a'so in the likeness of his resurrection ;”’ their ‘‘old 
man,” their ‘body of sin,” was crucified with him and_ 
destroyed, that henceforth they should not serve sin, , 
because ‘he that is dead is freed fromsin.”?> Asifhe, 
had said, the state into which Christ has entered is | 
free from sin, and therefore we should not serve sin. | 
Thus he brings his parallel and reasoning to a conclu- 
Christ had died, their body of sin was crucified 
with him; Christ had been raised from the dead, they 
should walk in newness of life; “the that is dead is. 
freed from sin,”’ henceforth “they should not serve sin.” | 
it appears to me, if we do not admit, that Paul meant, 
he that is dead, in the literal sense, is freed from sin, | 


sion. 


we leave one side of his parallel incomplete, and make 
his reasoning inconclusive: we seem to take away the, 
very key-stone from which the whole arch receives its 
streng'h. Why shonid the apostle parallel the cruci- | 
fixion of their body of sin with the crucifixion of Christ ; 

their resurrection into a new state of life with the re- | 
surrection of Christ and not consider (what was, to say | 
the least, as important as any of the rest) the purity | 
of the resurrection state as a motive for the Roman 

Christians to be pure. John says, ‘“tand every man| 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he | 
(Christ) is pure.”? But Paal forgot all about the pu- 
rily of Christ in his immortal existence, unless we al- 
low that he spoke of the future state when he said, 
“he thal is dead is freed from sin ;”’ for this is the only 
verse in the whole chapter in which he can be sup- 
posed to have spoken of the purily of that state. 

It appears to me furthermore, that the words which 
immediately succeed the controveried passage lead us 
to understand it in application to literal death. Let us 
then read the passage in connexion with what follows. 
‘-For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now, if we be 
dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with him.” Here let me ask, why did the apostle 
say, if we be dead with Christ??? What need was 
there of adding the words with Christ, unless he had 
referred to the literal death of Christ? If he had re- 
ferred to the believer’s death to sin, it would have 
been sufficient to have said, “‘now, if we be dead.” — 
Put as he evidently referred to the literal death of 
Christ, we see the propriety of his saying, ‘now, if we 
be dead with Chris/,” which was the same that he 
meant in the fourth verse by being “‘buried with him 
by baptism into death.” 

It also appears {o me evident (hat the apostle in the | 
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their master had entered was free from sin. 

Thus have I given my views of the passage and the 
reasons why | have adopted them. And 1 confess it 
appears ove of the most glorious truths that revelation 
discloses, that the future is an incorruptible state of 
existence. Jesus, while on earth, was not a sinner,— 
He took part of flesh and blood ; ‘the took on him the 
seed of Abraham”; “‘in all things it behoveth him to 
be made like unto his brethren”; he ‘twas in all points 
tempted like as we are, yef without sin.”’ So that un- 
less he be tempted now in al] points like as we are, 
the ehange which he experienced was a constitutional 
change. ‘‘Flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- 


: dom of God, neither doth corruption inherit incorrup- 


tion.» Hence 1 uuderstand Paul as meaning that “the 
that is dead is free from sin’? const lulionally, for 
Christ always was free in every othersense. And un- 
less the apostle refers to this constitutional state of pu- 


rity when he speaks of the “‘spiri/ua!l body” and ‘‘ihe 


image of the heavenly,” it is difficult for me to conceive 


whatbe means. In view of this subject, we may ap- 


ply to ourselves the apostle’s words, ‘For if we have 


been planted together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be aiso in the likeness of his resurrection.” 
RicHARps, 











FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
REMAEEHS ON JOHN V. 28, 29. 


“Marrel not at this; for the hour is coming in the 
whieh all that are in the graves shall hear his roice, 
and shall come forth ; they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation.” 


Although the views, which the Universalists enter- 
tain of this passage of scripture, have often been given, 
in their public papers, yet, as there seems to be great 
stress laid upon it, by the advocates of future punish- 
ment, perhaps the Editors of the Magazine will be wil- 
ling to admit any further comments, which may seem 
to establish the correctness of those views, 

Sometime during the past winter, | had a conversa- 
tion with a Unitarian clergyman, in this vicinity, re- 
spectable for his learning and talents, who, while he 
acknowledged the entire silence of the Old Testament 
concerning future punishment, (meaning punishment 
in a future state) contended that the doctrine was as- 
serted, as he thought, inthe New. And when] asked 
him to name an instance, he quoted the passage which 
heads this article, as being incontestibly to that paur- 
pose. lendeavored to point out to him the reasons 
which induced me to think he JsLored under a mis- 
take. Among those reasons, { offered the following : 


D~et oo ie a o? anaatke Y eo Ae 3 ‘ 
Ist. In the 25'h ¥erse cur Lord speak: of the dead as 


29th verses, we ought to conclude that the same spiri- 
tual resurrection, on this side the grave, continued to 
be our Lord’s subject. I endeavored to show that the 
word graves should no more be construed literally than 
the resurrection ; for that would be a departure from 
the acknowledged tenor of the discourse. I also re- 
ferred to the metaphorical use of the same word in the 
37th chapter of Ezekiel. But the argument which 
seemed to me most conclusive, was this :—Our Lord 
declared (as we read in the 20th chapter of Luke) 
when disputing with the Saducees on the subject of the 
resurrection, that they who shall be accounted worthy 
to obtain it, are equal unto the angels, and are the 
children of God. Could this be truly said of persons 
who should rise from the dead to be damned? Are 
persons who are in a proper condition to be damned, 
equal unto the angels, and the children of God? How 
can we reconcile the two declarations of Christ, in 
Jobn and Luke, on the supposition that the former as- 
serts a resurrection, from literal death ard the grave, 
todamnation? If, as Christ says in Luke, those who 
rise from the dead are equal unto the angels, and are 
the children of God, without any exception, it must be 
clear toevery candid mind, that none can rise to be 
damned. The question then is, does Christ, in fact, 
assert on one occasion, that those who rise from the 
dead, are without exception, equal unto the angels, 
and the children of God, and, on another occasion, 
that some will rise from the dead neither equal unto 
the angels, nor the children of God, but so far from 
either as to be subjected to damnation ? 

The fact is, Christ does not then contradict himself ; 
he makes no such opposite assertions. In the passage 
quoted from John, our Lord does not assert a resurrec- 
tion of persons from the dead, either to life or damna- 
‘tion. He saysthey shall come unfo the resurrection, 
but does not say they shall rise. 1 marvel that this 
circumstance has no more been noticed, for it seems to 
be the only thing that saves our Lord from down rigit 
contradiction. Our Lord haviog declared himself to be 
the resurrection and the life, it is easy enough to see 
how persons may come forth, from moral death and 
the grave, in the present or any future time, to the re- 
surrection of life. It would be simply coming to 
Christ; which is what every man does when he wishes 
to know the truth. ©n the other hand, we discover 
the meaning of coming to the resurrection of damna- 
tion, by the necessity we are under of considering it 
the opposite of coming to Christ. For instance, the 
Jews couli! not believe in Christ, and of course, would 
not come to him that they might have li/e, consequent- 
ly they must adhere to the law. ‘That law, as St. 
Paul declares, could not give life, but was a ministra- 
tion of condemnation, [damnation] and death. If, 
therefore, when Christ was set before the Jews, they 
rejected him and clave to the law, they rejected the 


resurrection [ministration] of life, and came to the re- 
surrection [ministration] of damnation. Thus apply- 
ing what our Saviour said to what has transpired in 
this world, it is consistent, and agrees with facts ; oth- 
erwise applied, we make him centradict himself, and 
thus destroy his testimony. J. Brooks. 
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REVELATION, as 
“There is no reason whatsoever, that can prove or 








establish any authority so firmly, as to give it power to 
| dictate in matters of belief, what is contrary to all the 
| letates of our reasonable nature. God himself has 
; never given us any such revelations; and | think it 
| may be said, with reverence, he neither can nor wil! 
do it, unless he change our faculties from what they 
are at present. To tell us we must believe a proposi 
tion which is plainly contrary to reason, is to tell ve 
we must belicve two ideas are joined, while (if we at- 
| tend to reason) we plainly see and know them tu be 
disjrined,Y— Waits 
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From the Museum of Literature and Science. 


EMBLEMS. 


BY REV. HENRY STEBBING. mn" 


There is a freshness in the air, 
A brightness in the sky, 
As if a new-born sun was there, 
Just seraph-throned on high ; 
And birds, and flowers, and mountain streams, 
Rejoicing in his infant beams, 
Are glad as if the Winter’s breath, 
Had never blown the blast of death. 


Softly along the silent sea 
The light wing’d breezes creep, 
So low, so calm, so tranquilly, 
They lal! the waves asleep; 
And oh! as gladly on the tide 
Yon lofty vessel seems to ride, 
As if the calmly-heaving sail 
Had never met a sterner gale. 


And in a small, sweet covert nigh, 
Her own young hands have made, 
A rosy girl hath laughingly 
Her infant brother laid ; 
And made of fresh Spring flowers his bed, 
And over him her veil hath spread, 
With looks as if forever there 
Ilis form should bloom as young and fair. 


And shall these pass away, and be 
A wreck of what they were,— 

Shall birds, and flowers, and earth, and sea, 
And yon proud ship, and boy so fair, 

Be blasted wilh the tempest’s rage. 

Or worn with poverty and age, 

Till all of life and hope shall seem 

A heart-deceiving, feverish dream! 


Yes !—and "tis but few years we need, 
With retrospective eye, 
In their repeated tale to read 
Our own home’s history : 
We know their end—to us, to all— 
They are but blossoms, and they fall ; 
But yet young life, the sun, the flowers 
Are sweet as they were always ours ; 


For they are emblems to the heart 
Of things it cannot see, — 
Emblems which have their counterpart 
ln heaven’s eternity ; 
And though their life be short, or done 
With our lost hours and setting sun, 
They are, within their moment’s flight, 
What there shall be for ever bright! 








From the Examiner, printed at Aubura, New-York. 
BLASPHEMY! 


As an evidence of the ‘ravings of fanaticism and 


roaring of superstition” so prevalent among a certain | 


few in this place, we give publicity to the following 
statement of facts, of the truth of which we assure the 
public that testimony can be adduced by two respec- 
table witnesses. 

A Mr. Hornell, a student in the theological semina- 
ry, lately visited a young lady of this village, for whose 
‘soul’? he expressed great coneern. After the usual 
interrogatories, by which he ascertained she was not a 
professor of religion, he told her “‘if she did not repent 
thal night she would certainly be damned!" He con- 
descended, however, to allow her lwo minutes to re- 
fect upon the subject and decide upon her fate. The 
two minutes expired, and the lady not having made 
her election, this long-faced hypocrite with great em- 
phasis, exclaimed—“ O thou wretch! av angel in 
heaven is this instant recording your destiny !-You are 
elernally damned !” 


AMULET. | 


From the Brooklyn (N. Y.) Star. 
SPRING. 


The Spring returns ; but where are they 
Who welcom’d it the last bright season ? 
Where are the happy, where the gay, 
The light of heart and light of reason ? 
The sky is just as bright, the air as free, 
The blossoms hang as fresh on bush and tree, 
And nature is as lovely as was wont to be. 


The Spring returns ; but where are they 

Whose hearts beat high with joy and gladness? 
Whose smiles beguil’d each coming day, 

And kept afar each thought of sadness ? 
Where are the young, the beautiful, the gay, 
Those on whom fairy hope had shed its ray, 
And those by love made happy? where are they? 


Feelings have changed, as time has fled! 
Hearts have been crushed, and smiles been 
banish’d, 
And joy, by Time’s destructive tread, 
Has like a dream forever vanish’d! 
Hopes have been blighted; and the grave 
Has seiz’d its victims. Wherefore rave? 
Nor prayers, nor sighs, nor tears avail’d to save. 


The spring returns; but some are far 
Wand’ring upon a trackless sea ; 
And some are not: but some there are 





The Spring will pass, but mem’ry’s eye 
Will sadly rest on things gone by; 
Till hope, and thought, and feeling die. 
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fc We are happy to state that we have received 


' Series, published at Philadelphia, by Brs. S. R. Smith 
‘and P. Morse. 
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| way to Newburyport, where, we believe, his mother 
iresides. He is extremely feeble, being in the last 
stages of a wasting consumption. The following effu- 
sion, from the pen of the Bard, was first published a- 
bout three years since :— Gaz. 


TO MY MOTHER. 


What shall 1 bear thee, mother dear, 
When thy embrace again I greet, 

And teel upon my cheek the tear 
That flows when child and parent meet? 


What shall | bearthee? Wealth and fame, 
Or gems that grow beneath the wave! 
Gold have I not ; and glory’s flame 
Hath seldom shone but on the grave! 


Nor wealth, nor fame, nor gems to thee, 

My Mother, will thy offspring bear ; 

Mean such reward indeed would be 
For all thy love—for all thy care: 


But | shall bear to thy kind breast 

What heaven nor thee will e’er reject ; 
A wasted form—pale sorrow’s guest— 

A broken heart—a spirit wreck’d. 





(PROVIDENCE) CHRISTIAN TELE-COPE., 


It is proposed at the commencement of the third vol- 
| ume of the Christian Telescope to enlarge it to double 
| its present size, and print it on good paper and with 
}new type. By this arrangement it can be afforded at 
| $2,50 per year, if paid in advance, or $3 in six months ; 
| so that our patrons will receive nearly double the mat- 
ter which the Telescope now contains, for an addition 





Have changed their friendships—such there be. | 


| the first number of the HERALD or Satvation, New 


| The Boston Bard has arrived at Providence, on his. 


of but two thirds of the present price. ‘The title will 


also be altered to the 
Christian Telescope and Anti- Theocrat. 


And, in consequence of the little time which the 
present Editor is enabled to devote to it, from the press 
of the other duties more connected with his situation, 
the editorial duties will be conducted by Jonw §. 
GREENE, 

This arrangement is rendered in a measure indispen- 
sably necessary, from the present limited size of our 
columns, which frequently compels us to exclude mat- 
ter of general interest, to admit other, of a more local 
nature : Our subscribers at a distance, are thus deprived 
of some part of the matter of interest to them, which it 
would otherwise contain. 

The title of the work will be altered to the Curis- 
TIAN TELESCOPE, AND ANTI-THEOCRAT, to conform 
more to our future course of proceeding :—No person 
who possesses the smallest advantages of information, 
and whose mind is not beclouded by the cunning arti- 
fices ofa pampered priesthood, can doubt the fact, that 
the rapid strides which sectarians are making jo our 
country, is towards their own aggrandisement, and the 
establishment of a Theocratical form of government. 
To the subversion of these attempts, and of that beggar- 
ly system of oppresion, to which all classes of the com- 
munity are subject, from the establishment of Bible, 
Missionary and Tract Societies among us, under the 
specious names of Charitable Institutions, and which 
have for their real tendency the establishment of Ec- 
clesiastical power under an odious priesthood, togeth- 
er with the dissemination of the spirit of free inquiry, 
will be the design of the paper. 

It is offered to the public with the full and perfect 
assurance, that the object is one of sufficient impor- 
tance to entitle it to their attention and patronage, 
which the Editor doubts not it will receive from a lib- 
eral and enlightened community, who prize equally 
| their lives and liberties, who are mindful of the vast 
| sacrifices with which they were purchased. 
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 


Heary Bowen, the present proprietor of 
this Paper, informs his friends that he has 
‘taken into Copartnership Mr. Joun D. Cusu- 
1nG of Salem, Mass. under the firm of Bowen 
& Cusuine, who, having united their offices, 
are enabled to execute all kinds of BOOK 
and JOB PRINTING, ina neat-and hand- 
some style, at short notice. 
| ‘The 8th volume of the Universalist Maga- 
zine will commence on the 24th June next, 
{with such improvements in its appearance as 
circumstances will permit; & we hope that our 
‘friends, who feel interested in the cause of 
‘truth, will use their best endeavors to increase 
our list of subscribers. 


The Magazine will be Edited, as heretofore, 
by Brs. H. Batiov, H. Batiov, 2d. & T. 
WHITTEMORE. 

We would remind those who are in arrears 
for the Magazine that it is indispensably ne- 
cessary they should forward the amount due, 
previous to the close of the present volume, 
June 17, 1826. 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Hensy P. Allen to Miss E- 
ligabeth McPhaill. Mr. James Gibson to Miss E!iza- 
beth Stebbinse. 

In Roxbury, by Rev. H. Ballou, 2d. Mr. Indepen- 
dence W. Gorton to Miss Maria Haynes, both of Rox- 
bury. 

In Plymouth, by Rev. B. Whittemore, of Scituate, 
Mr. William Nickerson to Miss Mary B. Marsh, both of 
Plymouth. 





DIED IN THis CITY, 
Andrew Dowlin, 28 years. John Williams 46 years, 
David Batchelder, 27 years. Isaac Homes, !7 years, 
Lewis Kelley, 3 years. 





